How your

Attic

affects
your

energy bills

I

f you’re looking to get to the bottom
of large heating bills in the winter,
you may want to start at the top.
“Many people don’t realize that a house
can lose up to 80 percent of its heat
through an attic,” explained Arthur Carroll, president of Your Home Solutions.
Getting new doors and windows is often
seen as the best way to re-insulate a house,
he pointed out, “But proper attic insulation
can be done for a fraction of the price.”
When Carroll founded Your Home
Solutions back in 2007 with years of contracting experience already, he focused on
electrical issues that could make a home
unsafe. And, the more homes he saw, the
more opportunities he found for people to
save money, and even make their home a
little safer with attic insulation.
Part of the problem with addressing insulation — and safety — in that area of
the home is that it’s often difficult, or even
dangerous, for the average homeowner to
go poking around in the rafters.
But, there are a few telltale signs that
it may be time to call in a professional to
help you. The first occurs in warm weather, when a central air conditioning unit has
trouble keeping a second story cool. That’s
because the cool air is escaping through attic.
The opposite, however happens in the
wintertime: if you notice snow melting
faster on your roof than your neighbors’,
or see icing or damming around the gutters,
it could mean a problem with the attic.

Poppys

“Everyone knows heat rises, but it also
moves toward cold air,” said Carroll. And,
when there’s cool air in an attic, it’s going
to both. Then, if there’s snow on the roof
the bottom layer of it will melt first, causing the water to pool around gutters and
re-freeze.
Fortunately, said Carroll, there’s an easy
way to stop losing money on heating bills
if a drafty attic is the problem. He recommends blown-in insulation, a process that
takes less than a day and virtually no prep
time.
At Your Home Solutions, Carroll exclusively uses EcoTouch insulation from Owens Corning, a company that boasts more
than 70 years of research and consumer
satisfaction. “In some cases, we can lower
energy bills up to 50 percent,” he said.
What’s more, he added, having an expert in the attic or crawl space is also an
opportunity to identify dangers that can be
hidden in your home, like mold or faulty
wiring. “We offer free audits for just that
reason,” said Carroll. “Along with saving
you money, we can let you know about any
other hazards before a problem occurs.”
For information, call (215) 678-8102 or visit
www.atticenergysavings.com.
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